Cloughjordan Honours
Thomas MacDonagh 2019
In the General Election of 1918 Joseph, the
youngest
of
the
MacDonagh
siblings
(1883-1922), was elected a Member of
Parliament for the constituency of Tipperary
North. He took his seat, not in Westminster, but
in the first Dáil Éireann, held in 1919.
His story continued through the turbulent years
of internment and restrictive laws to the guerrilla
warfare and reprisals that came to be known as
the War of Independence.
In the programme this year the Summer School
examines this period while music, Irish language
and culture is celebrated through the
weekend events.

Unveiling of three new banners, in the series
on Local Heroes. The themes are: The Great
Famine, the Modreeny Ambush 1921 and
the Flaherty Nuns.

War of Independence.

Booking is required for the Summer school,
see details at end of programme
Dr Pat McCarthy 1918 - Prelude to the War
of Independence.
Looking at the results of the 1918 Elections.
How the change in political landscape
evolved in the lead up to the first Dáil Éireann
and ensuing “war”.

Sean Hogan - Escalation of the War of
Independence over the two and a half years
from January 1919 to July 1921.
Sean will give a comprehensive account of
the fight for freedom as it spread from its
beginnings in Soloheadbeg throughout
Tipperary.

1.30pm Céilí Workshop

Opening Event
Cloughjordan Cine Club showing of Irish
Destiny (Fictional story incorporating
newsreel footage from the War of
Independence. It went unseen for over sixty
years but restored by the Irish Film Institute
with a commissioned score by Mícheál Ó
Súilleabháin.)
The production is based on newsreel film
produced by Dr Isaac Eppels in 1926.

4pm

Tráthnóna le Gaeilge - Siúlóid Oidhreachta
le caint, caidreamh agus amhránaoíocht ina
dhiaidh le béim ar labhairt na Gaeilge.
All welcome to join this Heritage Walk, as
Gaeilge.

8pm

Sunday Talk: The legacy of the Irish War of
Independence for 21st Century Ireland
Dr Joe MacDonagh will examine the ideals of
the War of Independence and how they might
inform what we as a society want Ireland to
be in the 21st century. He will use his
experience as a psychologist and educator,
plus of course his Republican family
background, to suggest some ways in which
we can learn from the foundation of the
modern Irish state.

Liz Gillis - The Fight for Women’s Rights and
National Freedom
After decades of suffragette struggle, some
women were permitted to vote in a general
election for the first time in 1918. In Ireland
that election was the first to occur after the
1916 Rising and thus became a de facto
referendum on the issue of Irish freedom.

Friday 3rd May

8pm

- How to get to Know Your Characters.
We will use the power of freewriting and
interview technique to open a vivid dialogue
with your characters, getting them to tell you
their deep secrets and desires which you can
then use to add depth and intrigue to your
story. No characters in mind, no problem;
you'll still get to do the technique which can
be applied going forward.

10.30am Thomas MacDonagh Summer School

Opening Event
The opening of the weekend’s events will be
held on the eve of the anniversary of the
execution of Thomas MacDonagh with a
candlelight procession from the MacDonagh
Museum to the statue of MacDonagh on
Main Street, where a wreath will be laid.
It will be followed by Seisiún Cheoil in
Grace’s Pub.

Michael O’Meara will introduce céilí dance
to 5th & 6th Classes in Cloughjordan No. 1
and St Michael’s National Schools.

1.30pm Creative Writing workshop for adult writers

Saturday 4th May

Thursday 2nd May
9pm

Sunday 5th May

1.30pm Lunch Break
3.00pm Afternoon Field Trip to Ardcroney

• Modreeny Ambush site
• Ardcroney Manor & Tom Walsh Memorial
• Neolithic Tomb
8pm

Rambling House Music Night
presented by Bawney Hayes, Cloughjordan
Drama Group, with local and surprise guests.
Tea and traditional bakes will be served
during the evening. Venue: Parochial Hall.

10 pm Oíche Ghaelach i dteach táirne Graces. Bí
linn i gcuideachta ceoltóirí den scoth. Fáilte fé
leith romhat má tá amhrán le casadh agat nó
gléas ceóil i do lámh.

Monday 6th May
2pm

Monday Outing: Cloughjordan Naturalist
Group - Guided Walk in Loughisle Wood,
Sopwell.
Bus to the wood will be available from the
Thomas MacDonagh Museum.

All events are held in the Thomas MacDonagh
Museum, unless otherwise indicated.

Contributors

Chairpersons

Pat McCarthy, a native of Waterford city and past pupil of
Mount Sion, holds a PhD and an MBA from UCD.
He is the author of The Irish Revolution 1912-23,
Waterford (Four Courts Press, 2015), Waterford and the
1916 Rising (Waterford City and Co. Co. 2016), The
Redmonds and Waterford, a political dynasty 1891-1952
(Four Courts Press, 2018) and has lectured and published
extensively in the Irish Sword (Military History Society of
Ireland) and Decies (journal of the Waterford
Archaeological and Historical Society) and other journals
on a broad range of subjects.

Dr Mary McCarthy and Dr Peadar Kirby, both on the
staff of Limerick University, will be invited to chair the
Saturday Summer School and the Sunday evening
lecture, respectively.

Liz Gillis is the author of Women of the Irish Revolution,
Revolution in Dublin and The Fall of Dublin. She has a
degree in Irish History and works as a Curatorial Assistant
in RTÉ. She has worked as a researcher on numerous
publications, participated in many conferences focusing on
the Irish revolution and has also developed a
'Revolutionary' walking tour of her native Liberties. Liz is
co-organiser of the annual conference on the burning of
the Custom House in 1921.
Sean Hogan, native of Puckane in North Tipperary, is a
graduate in Civil Engineering from UCD. As a senior Civil
Servant in the Department of the Environment he has
developed the State’s major national emergency
framework. Sean is chairman of the National Emergency
Response Committee and appears on our TV screens with,
by turns, alarming and calming reassurances as storms
and floods approach our weather systems. Sean has
researched extensively and lectured on the 1913-1922
period of Irish history. He has written a widely acclaimed
book on the Black and Tans in North Tipperary.
Dr Joe MacDonagh is a Chartered Psychologist and a
Chartered Scientist. A former President of the Psychological
Society of Ireland he is currently a member of the Research
Ethics Board of Tallaght University Hospital and St James’s
Hospital. In May 2018 he was appointed to the Life and
Medical Sciences Committee of the Royal Irish Academy,
the leading professional association for management
studies, research and education in Ireland. He is a
published author of academic textbooks on psychology.
Joe is grandson of Joseph MacDonagh, TD for North
Tipperary in the first Dáil Éireann, and grand-nephew of
the patriot Thomas MacDonagh. Like his granduncle
John MacDonagh (Joe’s brother), he has a keen interest
in cinema.

Workshops
Tracy Culleton is the author of three published fiction
and three non-fiction books. She has an MA (First) in
Creative Writing and is an experienced and engaging
teacher. She has recently established the Cloughjordan
Writing School.
Michael O’Meara, Irish Dance Teacher, will conduct
céilí dance class with local primary school pupils.
Michael is well known in North Tipperary for his
Saturday Irish dance classes in Nenagh Arts Centre.

Thomas MacDonagh
Summer School
BOOKINGS
Summer School Fee: €10
Advance booking is required.
€5 - members of Cloughjordan Heritage Group
and volunteers at the Centre
For bookings:
Phone: 087 3946862
Email: macdonaghweekend@gmail.com
See programme on:
www.macdonaghheritage.ie
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